62-                Criterion of a Miracle.

cable in a case where the apparent means are known
to be inadequate, and are not constantly used; as our
Lord's occasional application of clay to the eyes,
which, while it proves that He did not need such instru-
mentality, conveys also an intimation that all the effi-
cacy of means is derived from His appointment.

3. Those which may be referred to the supposed
operation of a cause known to exist.

I. Professed Miracles of knowledge or mental
ability are often unsatisfactory for this reason ; being .
in many cases referable to the ordinary powers of the
intellect. Of this kind is the boasted elegance of the
style of the Koran, alleged by Mahomet in evidence
of his divine mission. Hence most of the Miracles
of Apollonius, consisting, as they do, in knowing the
thoughts,of others, and predicting the common events
of life, are no criterion of a supernatural gift; it
being only under certain circumstances that such
power can clearly be discriminated from the natural
exercise of acuteness and sagacity, 'Accordingly,
though a knowledge of the hearts of men is; claimed
by Christ, it .seems to be claimed rather with .a view
to prove to Christians the doctrine of His Divine
Nature than to attest to the world His authority as a
messenger from God. Again, St. Paul's prediction of
shipwreck on his voyage to Rome was intended to
prevent it; and so was the prediction of Agabus